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In Defense of Rodker 

is a succession of unbroken colors — he spies tangled and 
elusive shades and strives to capture them with friendly 
metaphors. After all, coherence is a relative word — Nietzsche 
and an Aleutian Islander would probably quarrel over its 
definition. Its presence is a matter of taste and discernment. 
To substantiate his contentions, however, Aldington adopts 
the old critical method of separating phrases and lines from 
their content, distorting their meanings and "taking care to 
select the poet's least representative lines. At the other 
extreme we have critics who carefully select the best lines 
in a poet's work and strive to create an equally false and 
facile impression. Quotations prove nothing unless they are 
fairly numerous and unmutilated! I shall therefore refrain 
from quoting many beautiful lines in Mr. Rodker's work 
and content myself with advising people to read it before 
pronouncing judgment. Maxwell Bodenheim 

Note: The editor confesses feeling strain, rather than achieve- 
ment, in Mr. Rodker's beautifully printed Hymns. 

A KANSAS PRIZE 

Dear Poetry: The Kansas Authors' Club has offered a 
prize of $100 for the best poem, and a similar prize for the 
best short story, produced by a citizen of Kansas in 1920. 
Published and unpublished work is equally eligible. Ma- 
terial submitted or requests for information may be ad- 
dressed to the president of the club, Professor J. W. Searson, 
Manhattan, Kansas. N. A. C. 
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